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* Salinas

Fresno e

Bakersheld

* (Kern County)
*Arvin

San Diego '\\1\ s

IMPERIAL
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AT THIS SEASON OF THE YEAR, when California’s great crops are
coming into harvest, the heavy grapes, the prunes, the apples and
lettuce and the rapidly maturing cotton, our highways swarm with
the migrant workers, that shifting group of nomadic, poverty-stricken
harvesters driven by hunger and the threat of hunger from crop to
crop, from harvest to harvest, up and down the state and into Oregon
to some extent, and into Washington a little. But it is California_
which has and needs the majority of ”lL'StF\K' W@fill is a short
study of these wanderers that these articles will undertake. There
are at least 150,000 homeless migrants wandering up and down the

state, and that is an army large enough to make it important to every
person in the state.

To the casual traveler on the great highways the movements of
the migrants are mysterious if they are seen at all, for suddenly the
roads will be filled with open rattletrap cars loaded with children
and with dirty bedding, with fire-blackened cooking utensils. The
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boxcars and gondolas on the railroad lines will be filled with men.
And then, just as suddenly, they will have disappeared from the
main routes. On side roads and near rivers where there is little travel
the squalid, filthy squatters’ camp will have been set up, and the
orchards will be filled with pickers and cutters and driers.

The unique nature of California agriculture requires that these
migrants exist, and requires that they move about. Pcaches and

é‘l.:I_I):-: ]-mL_(md cotton cannot be | harvested by a resident population
of laborers, For example, a large peach orchard which requires the
work of 20 men the year round will need as many as 2000 for the
brief ime of picking and packing. And if the migration of the 2000
should not occur, if it should be delayed even a week, the crop will

rot and be lost.

Thus, in California we find a curious attitude toward a group that,

nmLu our ; lgrlculture successful, _The migrants are nee ded, and they
are h: 11_;_(_].. Arriving in a district they find the dislike always meted
My the resident to the foreigner, the outlander. This hatred of
the stranger occurs in the whole range of human history, from the
most primitive village form to our own highly organized industrial
farmmg The migr: mts are hated for the followmg reasons, that they

thcy “increase the necessity {nr pnru u:d tlu tax 1)1]1 for \dm::hu
in a community, and that if they are . allowed to 0rgam7e they can,

s1mp1y by thl‘.m;_, fo_wo work wipe ou out the sea l‘;M ihw are
never rccel\ul into a community nor into the life of a commumt\

Wanderers in fact, thcsf are_never 1lluwul to feel at home i in the

coiﬁmumtlgs_lhal_ demand t thelr services.
Let us see what kind of pcople they are, where they come from,
and the routes of their wanderings. In the past they have been of

several races, encouraged to come and often imported as cheap labor;
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Chinese in the early period, then Filipinos, Japanese and Mexicans.
These were foreigners, and as such they were ostracized and segre-
gated and herded about.

If they attempted to organize they were deported or arrested, and -
having no advocates they were never able to get a hearing for their
problems. But in recent years the foreign migrants have begun to
organize, and at this danger signal they have been deported in great
numbers, for there was a new reservoir from which a great quantity
of cheap labor could be obtained.

The drought in the middle west has driven the agricultural popﬁ——‘
lations of Oklahoma, Nebraska and parts of Kansas and Texas west-
ward. Their lands are destroyed and they can never go back to them.
Thousands of them are crossing the borders in ancient rattling au-
tomobiles, destitute and hungry and homeless, ready to accept any
pay so that they may eat and feed their children. And this is a new

Sk
opula{xons who +4he
ar \wher th 4y Cam e from, what do 1

thing in migrant labor, for the foreign workers were usually imported
without their children and everything that remains of their old |i["c_l
with them.

They arrive in California usually having used up every resource
to get here, even to the selling of the poor blankets and utensils and
tools on the way to buy gasoline. They arrive bewildered and beaten
and usually in a state of semi-starvation, with only one necessity to
face immediately, and that is to find work at any wage in order that
the family may eat.

And there is only one field in California that can receive them.
Ineligible for relief, they must become migratory field workers.

Because the old kind of laborers, Mexicans and Filipinos, are
being deported and repatriated very rapidly, while on the other hand
the river of dust bowl refugees increases all the time, it is this new

' kind of migrant that we shall largely consider.
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The earlier foreign migrants have invariably been drawn from a
peon class. This is not the case with the new migrants. They are
i e e seaatiy

small farmers who have lost their farms, or farm hands who have
lived with the family in the old American way. They are men who

have worked hard on their own farms and have felt the pride of

possessing and living in close touch with the land. They are resource-
ful”and intelligent{ Americans[who have gone through the hell of
the (lmn,g]l{ have seen their lands wither and die and the top \nil
S e, A, |

m(f_crrlblc |)1m

" And then they have made the crossing and have seen often the
death of their children on the way. Their cars have been broken
down and been repaired with the ingenuity of the land man. Often
they patched the worn-out tires every few miles. They have weathered
the thing, and they can weather much more for their blood is strong.

They are descendants of men who crossed into the middle west,
who won their lands by fighting, who cultivated the prairies and
stayed with them until they went back to desert. And because of
their tradition and their training, they are not migrants by nature.
They are gypsies by force of circumst: mus.]

In their heads, as they move wearily from harvest to harvest, there

is one urge. and one overwhelming need, to_acquire a little land
3551 and to settle on it and stop their wandering, Qne has (mly to
go mto the squatters’ camps where the families live on the ground
and have no homes, no beds and no equipment; and one has only
~ to look at the strong purposeful faces, often filled with pain and more
often, when they see the corporation-held idle lands, filled with
anger, to know that this new race is-here Lo stay and that heed must
_be taken of it.
Tt should be understood that with this new race the old methods
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of repression, ofstarvatﬁion& wages, lofjailing, beating and intimidation
are not going to work; these are American pe (lplLl Consequently we
must meet them with understanding and attermpt to work out the
problem to their benefit as well as ours.

It is difficult to believe what one large speculative farmer has said,
that the success of California agriculture requires that we create and
maintain a peon class. For if this is true, then California must depart
from the semblance of democratic government that remains here.

The names of the new migrants indicate that they are of English, |
German and Scandanavian descent. There are Munns, Holbrooks,
Hansens, Schmidts. And they are strangely anachronistic in one
way: Having been brought up in the prairies where industrialization |

never penetrated, they have jumped with no transition from the old |

agrarian, sclf-containing farm where nearly everything used was |

raised or manufactured, to a system of agriculture so industrialized |
that the man who plants a crop does not often see, let alone harvest, |
the fruit of his planting, where the migrant has no contact with the
growth cycle.

And there is another difference between their old life and the new,

They have come from the little farm districts where democracy was I

not only possible but inevitable, where popular government, whether
practiced in the Grange, in church organization or in local govern-
ment, was the responsibility of every man. And they have come into
the country where, because of the movement necessary to make a
living, they are not allowed any vote whatever, but are rather consid-
ered a properly unpriviledged class.

Let us see the fields that require the impact of their labor and the
districts to which they must travel. As one little boy in a squatters’
camp said, “When they need us they call us migrants, and when

23 -

< Steipeck and h(s dQYnocho‘cs

k lmch AR the w
bﬁh m\l\é)st nken ht haasg

K




";\ I
THE HARVEST GYPSIES

we've picked their crop, we're bums and we got to get out.”

“There are the vegetable crops of the Imperial Valley, the lettuce,
cauliflower, tomatoes, cabbage to be picked and packed, to be hoed
and irrigated. There are several crops a year to be harvested, but

there is not time distribution sufficient to give the migrants permanent
work.

The orange orchards deliver two crops a year, but the picking
season is short. Farther north, in Kern County and up the San
Joaquin Valley, the migrants are needed for grapes, cotton, pears,
melons, beans and peaches.

In the outer valley, near Salinas, Watsonville, and Santa Clara
there are lettuce, cauliflowers, artichokes, apples, prunes, apricots.
North of San Francisco the produce is of grapes, deciduous fruits
and hops. The Sacramento Valley needs masses of migrants for its
asparagus, its walnuts, peaches, prunes, etc. These great valleys with
their intensive farming make their seasonal demands on migrant
labor.

A short time, then, before the actual picking begins, there is the
scurrying on the highways, the families in open cars hurrying to the
ready crops and hurrying to be first at work. For it has been the
habit of the growers associations of the state to provide by importation,

twice as much labor as was necessary, so that wages might remain low.

Hence the hurry, for if the migrant is a little late the places may
all be filled and he will have taken his trip for nothing. And there
are many things that may happen even if he is in time. The crop
may be late, or there may occur one of those situations like that at
Nipomo last year when twelve hundred workers arrived to pick the
pea crop only to find it spoiled by rain. All resources having been
used to get to the field, the migrants could not move on; they stayed
and starved until government aid tardily was found for them.
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And so they move, frantically, with starvation close behind them.
And in this series of articles we shall try to see how they live and
what kind of people they are, what their living standard is, what is
done for them and to them, and what their problems and needs are.
For while California has been successful in its use of migrant labor,
it is gradually building a human structure which will certainly change
the State, and may, if handled with the inhumanity and stupidity
that have characterized the past, destroy the present system of agricul-
tural economics.
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THE SQUATTERS’ CAMPS ARE LOCATED all over California. Let us
see what a typical one is like. It is located on the banks of a river,
near an irrigation ditch or on a side road where a spring of water is
available. From a distance it looks like a city dump, and well it may,
for the city dumps are the sources for the material of which it is
built. You can see a litter of dirty rags and scrap iron, of houses
built of weeds, of flattened cans or of paper. It is only on close
approach that it can be seen that these are homes.
» Here is a house built by a family who have tried to maintain a
The _house is about 10 feet by 10 feet/ and it is built
_completely of corrugated paper. The roof is peaked, the walls are
tacked to a wooden frame. The dirt floor is swept clean, and along
the irrigation ditch or in the mmlnh__n_vel_t_lﬂwxin_ of the family
scrubs clothes without soap and tries to rinse out the mud in mud(l.v“
water. The spirit of this family is not quite broken, for the children,
three of them, still have clothes, and the family possesses three old
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quilts and a soggy, lumpy mattress. But the money so needed for

food cannot be used for soap nor for clothes.

With the first rain the carefully built house will slop down into
a brown, pulpy mush; in a few months the clothes will fray off the
children’s bodies while the lack of nourishing food will subject the

' whole family to pneumonia when the first cold comes.
i Five years ago this family had fifty acres of land and a thousand
dollars in_the bank.
' man was a member of the grange. They raised chickens,
md vegetables and fruit for their, own use; and their land produc ed

The wife belonged to a sewing circle and the

JIgs, |}igum~.

_he tall corn-ofthe middle west {Now they have nothing.
If the husband hits every larvest without delay aml (& mkl; the
maximum time, he may make four hundred dollars this year. But

if anythings happen, if his old car breaks down, if he is late and
misses a harvest or two, he will have to feed his whole family on as
little as one hundred and fifty.

But there is still pride in this family. Wherever they stop they try

" 1o put the children in school, It may be that the children will be in
/ a school for as much as a month before they are moved to another

47

locality.
&5 = . I ' - . . !
Here, in the faces of the husband and his wife, you begin to see
an expression you will notice on every face; not worry, but absolute .

terror of the starvation that crowds in against the borders of the camp.
This man has tried to make a toilet by fliggil'lg a hole in the grmmd

lns is spirit and dcwmy and Im sense of hls own d;gmtv have e
beer_l__]_l tite wiped out. Next year he will be like his next door neighbor.
" This is a k amily of six; a man, his wife and four children. They

live in a tent the color of the ground. Rot has set in on the canvas

7 THs poR desolation!
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3;“4\( N\ \0\ so that the flaps and the sides. hang in tatters and are held together

"\-{LQ"' with bits of rusty baling wire. There is one bed in the family and
(J‘.fll\' ™ \ that is a big tick lying on the ground inside the tent.
2 b They have one quilt and a piece of canvas for bedding. The
sleeping arrangement is clever. Mother and father lie down together
and two children lie between them. Then, heading the other way,
the other two children lie, the littler ones. If the mother and father
sleep with their legs spread wide, there is room for the legs of the
children.

There is more filth here. The tent is full of flies clinging to the
apple box that is the dinner table, buzzing about the foul clothes of
the children, particularly the baby, who has not been bathed nor
cleaned for several days. This family has been on the road longer
than the builder of the paper house. There is no toilet here, but
~ 5.t there is a clump of willows nearby where human feces lie exposed
Cy o to the flies—the same flies that are in the tent.

= 'Two weeks ago there was another child, a four year old boy. For

= a few weeks they had noticed that he was kind of lackadaisical, that
his eyes had been feverish. They had given him the best place in

|I “the bed, between father and mother. But one night he went into

v
i

convulsions and died, and the next moming the coroner’s wagon

0l e

took him away. It was one step down.

Joad em

i

They know pretty well that it was a diet of fresh fruit, beans and
little else that caused his death. He had no milk for months. With
this death there came a change of mind in his family. The father
and mother now feel that paralyzed dullness with which the mind
protects itself against too much sorrow and too much pain.
| And this father will not be able to make a maximum of four
\ hundred dollars a year any more because he is no longer alert; he
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isn’t quick at piece-work, and he is not able to fight clear of the
dullness that has settled on him. His spirit is losing caste rapidly.

The dullness shows in the faces of this family, and in addition
there is a sullenness that makes them taciturn. Sometimes they still
start the older children off to school, but the ragged little things will
not go; they hide in ditches or wander off by themselves until it is
time to go back to the tent, because they are scorned in the school. .8

The better-dressed children shout and jeer, the teachers are quite’ ¢y« , |
often impatient with these additions to their duties, and the parents . , |
of the “nice” children do not want to have disease carriers in the
schools.

The father of this family once had a little grocery store and his
famll\ lived ;H_I)“zl_ck of it so that even the children could wait on
the counter. When the drought set in there was no_trade for ”Il_ ;

store. any more.
“This is the middle class of the squatters’ camp. In a few months
this family will slip down to the lower class. Dignity is all gone, and,
spirit has turned to sullen anger before it dies.
“The next door neighbor family of man, wife and three children
of from three to nine years of age, have built a house by driving * '
willow branches into the ground and wattling weeds, tin, old paper
and strips of carpet against them. A few branches are placed over
the top to keep out the noonday sun. It would not turn water at all.
There is no bed. Somewhere the family has found a big piece of
old carpet. It is on the ground. To go to bed the members of the (: K
family lie on the ground and fold the carpet up over them. :
The three year old child has a gunny sack tied about his middle
for clothing. He has the swollen belly caused by malnutrition.
He sits on the ground in the sun in front of the house, and the
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little black fruit flies buzz in circles and land on his closed cyes and

crawl up his nosc until he weakly brushes them away.

They try to get at the mucous in the eye-corners. This child seems
to have the reactions of a baby much younger. The first year he had

a little milk, but he has had none since.

He will die in a very short time. The older children may survive.

« Four nights ago the mother had a baby in the tent, on the dirty

carpet. It was born dead, which was just as well because she could
not have fed it at the breast; her own diet will not produce milk.

After it was born and she had scen that it was dead, the mother

- rolled” over and lay still for two days. She is up today, tottering
around. The last baby, born less than a year ago, lived a week. This
woman’s eyes have the glazed, far-away look of a sleep walker’s eyes.
She does not wash clothes any more. The drive that makes for
cleanliness has been drained out of her and she hasn’t the cnergy.
The husband was a share-cropper once, but he couldn’t make it 508
Now he has lost even the desire to talk. He will not look directly at
you for that requires will, and will nceds strength. He is a bad field
worker for the same reason. It takes him a long time to make up his
mind, so he is always late in moving and late in arriving in the
ficlds. His top wage, when he can find work now, which isn’t often,
is a dollar a day.

The children do not even go to the willow clump any more. They
squat where they are and kick a little dirt. The father is vaguely
awarc that there is a culture of hookworm in the mud along the
river bank. He knows the children will get it on their bare fect. But
he hasn'’t the will nor the energy to resist. Too many things have
happened to him. This is the lower class of the camp.

This is what the man in the tent will be in six months; what the
man in the paper house with its peaked roof will be in a year, after

30

 the kole play ed by tne authonties

John Steinbeck

his house has washed down and his children have sickened or diced,
after the loss of dignity and spirit have cut him down to a kind of
subhumanity.

Helpful strangers are not well-received in this camp. The local .
sheriff makes a raid now and then for a wanted man, and if there © )
is labor trouble the vigilantes may burn the poor houses. Social
workers, survey workers have taken case histories. They are filed and
open for inspection. These familics have been questioned over and
over about their origins, number of children living and dead. The' " |,

\

so often and so little has come of it.

And there is another way for them to get attention. Letan epidemic
break out, say typhoid or scarlet fever, and the country doctor will
come to the camp and hurry the infected cases to the pest house.
But malnutrition is not infectious, nor is dysentery, which is almost
the rule among the children.

The county hospital has no room for measles, mumps, whooping
cough; and yet these are often deadly to hunger-weakened children.
And although we hear much about the frec clinics for the poor,
these people do not know how to get the aid and they do not get it.
Also, since most of their dealings with authority are painful to them,
they prefer not to take the chance.

This is the squatters’ camp. Some are a little better, some much
worse. | have described three typical families. In some of the camps
there are as many as threc hundred families like these. Some are so
far from water that it must be bought at five cents a bucket.

And if these men steal, if there is developing among them a
suspicion and hatred of well-dressed, satisfied people, the reason is
not to be sought in their origin nor in any tendency to weakness in
their character.
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WHEN IN THE COURSE OF THE SFASON the small farmer has need
of an influx of migrant workers he usually draws from the squatters’
camps. By small farmer T mean the owner of the five to 100-acre

farm, who operates and oversees his own Eta]]:\ o
~ Farms of this size are the greatest users of labor from the notorious
X '}\'0( squatters camps. A few of the small farms set aside little pieces of
‘ land where the workers may pitch their shelters. Water is furnished,
1Y and once in a while a toilet. Rarely is there any facility for bathing.
' A small farm cannot afford the outlay necessary to maintain a sanitary
\1’ \_‘;“«:‘v‘ camp.
,\«(f-‘;k  Furthermore, the small farmers are afraid to allow groups of mi-

A n \{\’\\G.

177~ left when the men move on. On the whole, the relations between

the migrants and the small farmers are Friendly and understanding,

grants to camp on their land, and they do not like the litter that is

P o a S -
In many of Califorma’s agricultural strikes the small farmer has
sided with the migrant against thelpowerful speculative farm groups.

nl

w

Walking from the mines to the lumber camps to the farms, the “bindlestiff” had long formed the
backbone of California’s migrant work force. Napa Valley, 1938. Photo by Dorothea Lange.

< Skeinbecke sees these oupS and .UM
banks (their allies) zs the enem;es ©
the old fa~mers ( the smallonhes) and the
Wierants. Thag, sometmes, are the
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A -
be;;our;fster na'med Evon Evanoff playing marbles at a mobile camp unit near Sacramento
re the opening of a permanent camp, 1941. Photographer unknown.

| centrally directed in their labor policy as are the industries and

lem is the
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The workers realize that the problem of the small farmer 1s not

unlike their own. We Tiave the example i the San Joaquin Valley

two years ago of a small farmer who sided with the workers in the
cotton strike.

The speculative farm group, which is closely tied up with the Q | eln_‘;'
power companies determined to force this farm from opposition by \ &

cutting off the power necessary for irrigation. But the strikers sur-"" S "’\\'( ).
rounded and held the power pole and refused to allow the current O™ N
to be shut off. Incidents of this nature occur very frequently. S0 \

\|
The small farmer, then, draws his labor from the squatters’ camips \

and from the state and federal camps, which will be dealt with later. |
On the other hand the large farms very often maintain their camps
for the laborers.

The large farms in California are organized as closely and are asj

shipping, the banking and public utilitics. Indeed such organizations
as Associated Farmers, Inc. have as members and board members
officials of banks, publishers of newspapers and politicians; and
thiough close association with the State Chamber of Commerce they

have interlocking associations with shipowners” associations, public
utilities corporations and transportation companies.

Members of these speculative farm organizations are of several
kinds—individual absentee owners of great tracts of land, banks that
have acquired land by foreclosure, for example the tremendous

beck sees the
jons of the hegemony

hew , Sken
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Bank of America holdings in the San Joaquin Valley, and incorporated
farms having stockholders, boards of directors and the usual corpo-
ration approach. These farms are invariably run by superintendents

¢
[}

whose policies with regard to labor are directed from above. But the
power of these organizations extends far beyond the governing of |
their own lands
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It is rare in California for a small farmer to be able to plant and
™2 m;t_ﬂrg_ﬁi_s_gr?)_p:-without loans from banks and finance companies,
; W_si_n_c_e these banks and finance companies are at once members
. @_pn\mﬁm' 5§95c1atla;sjmm time the one

can readily be seen.

1o refuse to obey 15 to invite foreclosure or 4

—_—

> future denial of the necessary crop loan,

These strong groups, then, do not necess
-~ feeling toward labor; but being
~ and on the radio, they

arily represent the general
able to procure space in newspapers

are able, not only to represent themselves as

. S+ the whole body of California farmers, but are actually able to impose

. ?\\ their policies on a great number of the small farms,

The ranches operated by these speculative

houses for their migrant laborers, houses for whicl, they charge a

“ rent of from three to 15 dollars a month. On most of the places it

is not allowed that a worker refuse to pay the rent. If he wants to

work, he must live in the house, and the rent s taken from his first pay.

Let us see what this housing is like, not the $15 houses which

can only be rented by field bosses (called pushers), but the three to
A ORET  five dollar houses forced on the laborers.

' The houses, one-room shacks usually about 10 by 12 feet, have

Wi hoTug, no water, no bed. In one corner there s

a little iron wood
‘15 stove. Water must be carried from g faucet at the end of the street.

Q\' WV Also at the head of the street there will be either
toilet with a septic tank to serye 100 to 150 people

(0 ranch in Kern County had one bath
no heated water for the use of the wh

a capacity of 400 people.

The arrival of the mi

farmers usually have

a dug toilet or a
- A fairly typical
house with a single shower and
ole block of houses, which had

grant on such a ranch is something like

this—he is assigned a house for his family; he may have from three
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source of crop loans, the force of their policies on the small farmer
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ive i s the
to six children, but they must all live in the one room. He finds th
ranch heavily policed by deputized cmpl(l)ycs.f hese depatis ae
) i L rare mer, then, is law; for these
The will of the ranch owner, then, is law, & B .
1lwé; on hand, their guns conspicuous. A disagreement CO(ilStl.tutCQ
d $ d 5 : . I .
esisting an officer. A glance at the list of migrants shot during
r ) [4 .

» . . P a
i iforni “resisti ficer” will give a fair idea
single year in California for “resisting an of g

of the casualness of these “officers” in shooting wc?rkers. P
The new arrival at the ranch will probably be without fund s.f : ~
arces ha 1 exla 1 1 nany ot the
resources have been exhausted in getting here, But on m: if e
‘ e will find ; : ent at whic
great ranches he will find a store run by the management.a

he can get credit. o )
Thus he must work a second day to pay for hlS‘ first, and so .,01‘e
He is continually in debt. He must work. There is ()1111y inc piece
: 1 : de ] that is his car,
ich i th attaching for the debt, and that is his
of property which is wor o that s s c&
ile st are able to get from harvest to harves ¢
and while single men arc a . : yest on fhe
railroads and by hitch-hiking, the man with a family \./VIH starve if
he loses his car. Under this threat he must go on workmg.l -
ses his car. d ]
In the field he will be continually attended by the “pus u'elrl, .
icking, a p: € a
field boss, and in many cases a pacer. In plclfmg, a pacedr \tm o
tree ahead of him. If he does not keep up, he is fired. An 1 it is
the case that the pacer’s row is done over again afterwards. M-
On these large ranches there is no attempt made for the relaxati \

, ‘ A
or entertainment of the workers. Indeed any dttc-?l})t to LOl?%lr;aaCd
i > deputies for it is feared that if they are a
is broken up by the deputics : . o
to congregate they will organize, and that is the one thing the large

i i it.
ranches will not permit at any cos o o
The attitude of the employer on the large ralcllch is 01’1c of lmr;fli(e
i is the i ties’ guns.
spici s method is the threat of the depu .
and suspicion, his met ' ities” gur ‘.
workers are herded about like animals. Every p()ssﬂ)l‘c mcthodl is
used to make them feel inferior and insecure. At the slightest suspi-
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\ cion that the men are organizing they are run from the ranch at the

points of guns. The large ranch owners know that if organization is
ever effected there will be the expense of toilets, showers, decent
living conditions and a raise in wages.

The attitude of the workers on the large ranch is much that of
the employer, hatred and suspicion. The worker sees himself sur-
rounded by force. He knows that he can be murdered without fear
on the part of the employer, and he has little recourse to law. He
has taken refuge in a sullen, tense quiet. He cannot resist the credit
that allows him to feed his family, but he knows perfectly well the
reason for the credit.

There are a few large ranches in California which maintain “mode]
houses” for the workers, neatly painted buildings with some conven-
tences. These ranches usually charge a rent of $5 a month for a
single-room house and pay 33 1/3 per cent less than the prevailing
wage.

> The labor policy of these absentee-directed large farms has created

* the inevitable result. Usually there are guards at the gates, the roads
are patrolled, permission to mspect the premises is never given.

It would almost seem that having built the repressive attitude

toward the labor they need to survive, the directors were terrified of

the things they have created. Thiﬁs»feﬁar’ dictates an _increase of thg\

repressive method, a greater number of guards and a constant sugges-

i — — e

o=, tion that the ranch i{::rm_t;'l' to fight.

Here, as in the squatters’ camps, the dignity of the men is attacked.
No trust is accorded them. They are surrounded as though it were
suspected that they would break into revolt at any moment. It would
seem that a surer method of forcing them to revolt could not he
devised. This repressive method results nevitably in flares of disor-
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The large growers’ groups have found the law inadequate to their

uses; and they have become so powerful that SL.lCll charges a§ fel(illl(l)]l;l)i ‘
assaillt, mayhem and inciting to riot, kidnaping and flogging can A 9
be brought against them in the controllc(.l C.OLll’tS. L Lebor s bt
The attitude of the large growers’ ;}§sgg“c1;1t_1011\s,towa[_‘_f‘ ; bor 1 isz);s
stated by ‘MF.l"_[.lLg!ﬂ‘-.L)S|ll111%,3_1.11§.1t1f])6;v0f_%1r.€i. 30{1;(]1]; /L\l?:i)r(\,/latc 1 =
Imperial County and active in_the Imperi:
(})Tilrmeprs group. Before the i’uc[liijalrly C()m?ﬁ::[ie”i L;hﬂe} fi:iﬁ?{; |
e > said: “In Imperial Valley we don't need this eriminal, N A
:\yg]:Elll]:ll)l]l);nl:cl:vzfl (}Thcy havl_e ggt to h_aye_ it for the rest ofl thfy:tcm)m;li‘: .
that don’t know how to handle these matters. WC ((l)n‘)l:lcle”.;
because we have worked out our own way of handling t?‘es?c {1; i .' I
We worr't have another of thesc trials.{We have a better way of doing (-«

it. Trials cost too much.

/" “The better way,” as accepted by the large growers of the Imperial

Valley, includes a system of terrorism that W(')Uld be unlusual 12) \’3:;
Fascist nations of the world. The stupid p.ohcy'of the large gliShed ;
and the absentee speculative farmer in Cahform.a has. acco;rltli1 pshed '
nothing but unrest, tension and hatred. A continuation o p-

imi i e of the state. ™~
proach constitutes a criminal endangering of the peac ’
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